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Abstract

In Japan, fishery operators have been conducting fishery control activities to maintain stability
in the level of resources, which is crucial to sustainable fishery management. Lately, several fishery
operators are actively utilizing scientific knowledge developed by research institutes and taking a
sophisticated approach toward fishery control. Additionally, findings reveal the utilization of
information and information technology in fishery control. However, there have been cases that
reveal that a decline in the number and aging of fishery operators has reduced the eagerness for
fishery control activities, and hence, there has been an emphasis to change and improve this scenario.

This study clarifies the influence that this decline in the number and the aging of fishery
operators has on fishery control. As a case for discussions, the study chose to focus on the control of
chicken grunt fishing in Ojikacho, situated in the Nagasaki Prefecture.

The analysis of the research reveals that fishery organizations have set up regulations regarding
the use of fishing grounds and established a system that allows several fishery operators to use a
limited fishing ground without any trouble. In addition to these efforts, these organizations have
been developing a method to ship fresh chicken grunt for securing as much profit as possible from
limited catches.

However, it has become clear that the decline in the number of fishery operators necessitated the
reexamination of the system pertaining to the use of fishing grounds. Considering this, it has become
necessary to discuss fishery management not only from the viewpoint of coping with the growing
pressure to limit the number of catches and adjusting the use of fishing grounds by fishery operators
but also from that of redistributing fishing grounds and resources among existing fishery operators

to maintain fishing capacity.
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