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Abstract

In Japan, there is concern about the increasing number of elderly people, particularly the number
of those living alone, and the subsequent increase in ambulances transporting them. When it is
difficult to obtain patient information, communication to a hospital is delayed and problems arise at
the emergency site. Therefore, an emergency medical information kit with patient information is
utilized nationwide. When patients’ physical condition rapidly changes, distressed family and
neighborhood members request first aid. There are cases where patients may receive unexpected life-
sustaining treatment.

This study evaluated the utilization of the "Treasure Box of Life (emergency medical information
kit)" in an isolated island which has a rapidly increasing aging population. It was found that the box
was rarely utilized. The cause of the problems at the emergency site were setting place of the box, the
update of emergency security sheet, and the utilization method. Utilization was limited by using the
box at emergency sites in areas with strong neighborhood connections. Therefore, it is necessary to
consider usage in various locations. Furthermore, as box usage is perceived from the terminal care
and living will viewpoint, it will be necessary to contemplate using the tool in network construction

towards a symbiotic society.

Keywords : Emergency medical information kit, “Treasure Box of Life” , Community-based health

care
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