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Abstract
In many remote islands of Japan, it is difficult to maintain the local economy and society due to the
declining population and aging population. Under these circumstances, the national government
and local governments promote migration and create an environment where foreigners can play an
active role. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the conditions for foreigners to be able to contribute
to the local economy as workers in the local economy of remote islands. This study clarified the
current situation and issues concerning foreign labor by interviewing the people concerned, taking
Okinoerabujima in Kagoshima Prefecture as an example. It was found that it is important to close
the communication gap between foreign workers and islanders and to have a framework in which

foreigners can actively participate in creating new businesses.
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